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David Hart
A DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW
School of Law alumnus Emmett D. “David” Hart, Jr. always
thought he would go into his family-owned business,
Mountville Mills, in LaGrange, Georgia.
However, it was not until after earning a degree in political
science from Columbus State University that Hart decided to
explore the idea of law school. “We had a very small family
friendly business that I planned on going into but with it being
such a small business, I thought I’d better have a Plan B,” he

“People can copy products, but copying culture and execution
is not something people can easily do,” he said. “The reality is

said.
At only 20 years old, Hart enrolled in the UGA School

ÿ¿ÿ5ÚÂÜïä÷ÂÿÂäÜđ¿®ó®5¿Đ®ÿó®Ú®Ü§äą÷ÂÜĦą®Ü¡®äĐ®ó

of Law. Though he was one of the youngest in his class, he

so many people. Setting a standard that drives back to the culture

embraced the challenge and graduated in the fall quarter of

is essential.”
Hart said his company’s primary mantras are: Do the right

1979.
e®Ħ®¡ÿÂÜº¡ÐäÜ¿Â÷ÿÂÚ®ÂÜÿ¿®Ü÷ȷ2óÿ÷Â§ÿ¿ÿÿ
ÿÂÚ®÷¿®¸äąÜ§Âÿ§Âģ¡ąÓÿȷąÿ¿®ÐÜ®đ¿®¿§Ú§®ÿ¿®óÂº¿ÿ

thing. Do what’s best for the customer. Drive improvements and
innovation.
He enjoys working alongside his family members and

decision.
“Going through law school gives you a certain level of
¡äÜĥ§®Ü¡®ÿ¿ÿėäąđäąÓ§Üɚÿäó§ÂÜóÂÓė¿Đ®ȷɗ2óÿ÷Â§Ƚ

continuing to build the Mountville Mills business.
“I was very thankful to be able to work with my dad for over

“Taking on the legal language helps, as well as understanding

20 years before he passed away. I have had the fortune to work

tax issues, family planning and just understanding that you’re

with my sisters, one of my sons and my niece. Having that honor

making a good business decision. If you don’t know the legal

of working with your family is something most people do not have

óÚÂĥ¡ÿÂäÜ÷ȷÂÿɚ÷¿ó§ÿäÐÜäđÂ¸Âÿɚ÷ºää§ą÷ÂÜ®÷÷§®¡Â÷ÂäÜȽɗ

the opportunity to do, and it comes with a lot of blessings. We’ve

Hart joined his father at Mountville Mills immediately after
graduating. Back then, there were just 14 employees at the

been very thankful to be able to do that,” he said.
With the help of his law degree, Hart leads his company with

ą÷ÂÜ®÷÷ȷđ¿Â¡¿ÚÜą¸¡ÿąó®÷ĦääóÚÿ÷Ƚqä§ėȷÿ¿®¡äÚïÜė

§ÂĢ®ó®Üÿï®ó÷ï®¡ÿÂĐ®Ƚɖ5÷®®ÿ¿®äïïä÷Âÿ®÷Â§®ä¸ÿ¿®¡äÂÜȽLä÷ÿ

¿÷Úäó®ÿ¿ÜȖȷȕȕȕ÷ÿĢÜ§ä¡¡ąïÂ®÷țșȕȷȕȕȕ÷òąó®¸®®ÿä¸

people just see the heads or the tails, but I am looking at the

building space.

other side too,” he said. “That’s just something in my DNA, but

÷ÿ¿®ïó®÷®Üÿɏ§ė¡¿Â®¸®Ė®¡ąÿÂĐ®äģ¡®óȷ2óÿ¡ääó§ÂÜÿ®÷

partly due to the law school way of thinking. I often measure the

functions between several divisions of the company, considers

downside and what could go wrong, while trying to balance that

mergers and acquisitions on a regular basis and helps to

with the upside.”

maintain the corporate culture.

In his spare time, Hart can be found traveling, playing golf
and relaxing when he can.
—Claire Taylor

“If you don’t know the legal ramiﬁcations, it’s
hard to know if it’s a good business decision.”
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David and
ią÷Â®®ÓÓ
A FAMILY OF LAWYERS
+äóȖȞȜȜÓąÚÜą÷ĐÂ§Ƚ®ÓÓióȽ®¡äÚÂÜºÓđė®óđ÷
ÓÚä÷ÿïó®äó§ÂÜ®§Ƚ
5ÿÓÓ÷ÿóÿ®§ÂÜȖȞȘșđ¿®Ü¿Â÷¸ÿ¿®óºó§ąÿ®§¿Âº¿÷¡¿ääÓ
ÂÜąºą÷ÿȷ-®äóºÂȷÜ§§®¡Â§®§ÿäºäÿäÓđ÷¡¿ääÓȽąóÂÜº
ÿ¿®¿®Âº¿ÿä¸ÿ¿®§®ïó®÷÷ÂäÜÚäÜ®ėđ÷÷¡ó¡®ȷ÷äĐÂ§ɚ÷
ºóÜ§Úäÿ¿®ó÷äÓ§¿®ó§ÂÚäÜ§đ®§§ÂÜºóÂÜºÿä¿®Óï¿Â÷¸ÿ¿®ó
ïė¸äóÓđ÷¡¿ääÓȷÿ¿ą÷®¡äÚÂÜºÿ¿®ĥó÷ÿÓđė®óÂÜÿ¿®¸ÚÂÓėȽ
iÂÜ¡®ÿ¿®Üȷÿ¿®®ÓÓ¸ÚÂÓė¿÷÷®ÜÿȖȕ§§ÂÿÂäÜÓÚ®Ú®ó÷
ÿäÿ¿®w-i¡¿ääÓä¸DđȷÂÜ¡Óą§ÂÜºÿđää¸ĐÂ§ɚ÷÷äÜ÷Ƚɖ5
ÿ¿ÂÜÐ5ÚÂº¿ÿ¿Đ®ïÂ§Úäó®Óđ÷¡¿ääÓÿąÂÿÂäÜÿ¿ÜÜėäÜ®ÂÜ
ÿ¿®¿Â÷ÿäóėä¸äąó÷ÿÿ®ȷɗ¿®ÍäÐ®§Ƚ
ĐÂ§Ü§¿Â÷đÂ¸®ȷią÷Â®ȷđ¿ä®óÜ®§¿®óąÜ§®óºó§ąÿ®
§®ºó®®¸óäÚw-ȷÚ®ÿÂÜ÷¿ÂÜºÿäÜȷȽȽȷđ¿ÂÓ®đäóÐÂÜº¸äó
i®ÜȽ2®óÚÜ!ȽqÓÚ§º®ɋDDȽȽɚȘțɌäÜ®÷ąÚÚ®óȽq¿®ÿđäÿ¿®Ü
ÚäĐ®§¡Ðÿäÿ¿®Ü÷ÂÜȖȞȜșÜ§ÓÂĐ®§ÂÜ¸ÚÂÓė¿äą÷ÂÜºđ¿ÂÓ®
ĐÂ§®óÜ®§¿Â÷Óđ§®ºó®®Ƚɖ®đ®ó®§®§óäÐ®Ü§¿§Üä
¿®ÿȷɗĐÂ§÷Â§Ƚɖąÿ5Óđė÷đÜÿ®§ÿä®Óđė®óȷÜ§5
ÓäĐ®§®Đ®óė§ėä¸ÂÿȽɗ
ĐÂ§÷ÿė®§ą÷ėÜ§¸ä¡ą÷®§äÜÓđ÷¡¿ääÓȽ2®Ð®ïÿ
÷ÿóÂ¡ÿ÷¡¿®§ąÓ®ȷđ¿Â¡¿ÓÓäđ®§¿ÂÚÿäÓÜ¡®¿Â÷÷¡¿ääÓÜ§
ï®ó÷äÜÓÓÂĐ®÷Ƚɖ5ÿó®ÿ®§Óđ÷¡¿ääÓÓÂÐ®ïóä¸®÷÷ÂäÜɎ5đäąÓ§
º®ÿÿ¿®ó®ÿȝȽÚȽÜ§Ó®Đ®ÿȚïȽÚȽȷ®Ė®ó¡Â÷®Ü§®ÿȷÜ§ÿ¿®Ü
º®ÿ¡Ðÿäÿ¿®Óđ÷¡¿ääÓÜ§ó®§¸óäÚȜïȽÚȽÿäȖȕïȽÚȽȷÿ¿®Ü
ºä¿äÚ®Ü§÷Ó®®ïÜ§đ÷¡ÐÿÂÿºÂÜÿ¿®Ü®Ėÿ§ėȷɗ¿®
÷Â§Ƚ
÷ĐÂ§®óÜ®§¿Â÷Óđ§®ºó®®ȷią÷Â®đäóÐ®§ÂÜÿ¿®
ąÜÂĐ®ó÷Âÿėɚ÷¡äÚïóÿÂĐ®ÓÂÿ®óÿąó®§®ïóÿÚ®ÜÿȽɖ5§Â§ÜɚÿÚÐ®
Úą¡¿ÚäÜ®ėȷąÿÂÿđ÷Óäÿä¸¸ąÜȷɗią÷Â®÷Â§Ƚɖ5¡äąÓ§đÓÐ
ąïÿäÿ¿®Óđ÷¡¿ääÓÜ§¿Đ®ÓąÜ¡¿đÂÿ¿Úė¿ą÷Ü§Ü§÷®®
đ¿ÿđ÷ºäÂÜºäÜđÂÿ¿¿ÂÚȷÿ¿®Üºä¡ÐÿäđäóÐȽ5ÿđ÷òąÂÿ®

VÜ§ėɏÿäɏ§ė÷Â÷ȷĐÂ§óąÜ÷¿Â÷ïÓÂÜÿÂĢɚ÷ïó¡ÿÂ¡®Ü§
ó®ïó®÷®Üÿ÷ï®äïÓ®đ¿ä¿Đ®®®Ü¿ąóÿȽɖ5ÓÂÐ®¿®ÓïÂÜºï®äïÓ®Ü§
÷äÓĐÂÜºÿ¿®ÂóïóäÓ®Ú÷ɎÚÐÂÜºÿ¿®ÂóÓÂĐ®÷ÓÂÿÿÓ®®ÿÿ®óȽ¿®Ü
5ɚÚÓ®ÿä§äÿ¿ÿÂÿɚ÷Đ®óėó®đó§ÂÜºȷɗ¿®÷Â§Ƚ
q¿äąº¿ÿ¿®®ÓÓ÷÷ÿėĐ®óėą÷ėȷÿ¿®ė÷ÿÂÓÓÚÜº®ÿä÷ï®Ü§
ÿÂÚ®đÂÿ¿ÿ¿®ÂóÓäĐ®§äÜ®÷Ü§Ð®®ï¡ÿÂĐ®Ƚq¿®ÿđä®ÜÍäėïÓÜÜÂÜº
®Ė¡ąó÷ÂäÜ÷đÂÿ¿ÿ¿®Âó¸óÂ®Ü§÷ȷÿ®¡¿ÂÜºiąÜ§ėi¡¿ääÓÜ§ĐÂ÷ÂÿÂÜº
đÂÿ¿ÿ¿®Âó¸ÚÂÓėȽɖ®¿Đ®ÿđäėäąÜººóÜ§§ąº¿ÿ®ó÷đ¿äđ®
Íą÷ÿ§äó®ȷɗią÷Â®÷Â§Ü§ÿ¿®Ü§§®§ȷɖäÜɚÿđäóóėȷđ®ɚĐ®
Óó®§ėÿÓÐ®§ÿäÿ¿®ÚäąÿÓđ÷¡¿ääÓȽɗ
+äóÿ¿®®ÓÓ¸ÚÂÓėȷÿ¿®Â§®ä¸đäóÐÂÜº¿ó§Â÷ºó®ÿÓėĐÓą®§Ƚ
ɖ5ɚÚïóäą§ä¸ÿ¿®¸¡ÿÿ¿ÿäąó¡¿ÂÓ§ó®ÜºäÿäÓđ÷¡¿ääÓÜ§
ÿ¿ÿÿ¿®ė÷®®ÿ¿ÿ5®ÜÍäėɉÿ¿®ïó¡ÿÂ¡®ä¸ÓđɊȷɗĐÂ§÷Â§Ƚɖ5ɚÚ
Íą÷ÿ÷äºóÿ®¸ąÓÿäÿ¿®w-i¡¿ääÓä¸DđȽÓđ§®ºó®®Â÷Đ®óė
ĐÓąÓ®÷÷®ÿȽ5ÿ¿÷ÿä®ïóäÿ®¡ÿ®§Ü§Üąóÿąó®§Ƚɉ®¿Đ®ÿäɊ
¡äÜÿÂÜą®äąó®§ą¡ÿÂäÜÜ§đ®¿Đ®ÿäđäóÐ¿ó§ÿäÐ®®ïÂÿȷąÿ
Âÿ¿÷äï®Ü®§ąï÷äÚÜė§ääó÷Ü§÷äÚÜėäïïäóÿąÜÂÿÂ®÷Ƚ5ɚÚ
ÿ¿ÜÐ¸ąÓ¸äóÂÿ®Đ®óė§ėȽɗ
Bell family School of Law graduates include: John C. Bell (LL.B.’38),
John C. Bell Jr. (J.D.’72), David B. Bell Sr. (J.D.’77), Ansley M. Threlkeld
(J.D.’01), Paul H. Threlkeld (J.D.’01), John B. Manly (J.D.’08), Megan
R. Manly (J.D.’08), David B. Bell Jr. (J.D.’12), Thomas P. “Peyton” Bell
(J.D.’15), Katherine “Kate” Bell (J.D.’15) and Jordan T. Bell (J.D.’15).
—Claire Taylor

ÿ¿®÷®ÿąïȽɗ
¸ÿ®óºó§ąÿÂÜºđÂÿ¿¿Â÷@ąóÂ÷ä¡ÿäóȷĐÂ§÷®óĐ®§÷
Íą§Â¡ÂÓ¡Ó®óÐ¸äó@ą§º®Óÿ®óL¡LÂÓÓÜÂÜÿÓÜÿÜ§ÿ¿®Ü
÷ï®Üÿ÷ÂĖė®ó÷đäóÐÂÜº¸äóÓđĥóÚÂÜąºą÷ÿȷđ¿ÂÓ®ią÷Â®
ÿąº¿ÿ¿Âº¿÷¡¿ääÓ!ÜºÓÂ÷¿Ü§óÂ÷®§ÿ¿®Âó¸äąó¡¿ÂÓ§ó®ÜȽ
ĐÂ§Óÿ®ó§®¡Â§®§ÿääï®Üąï¿Â÷äđÜïó¡ÿÂ¡®ȷÿ¿®ĐÂ§
®ÓÓDđ+ÂóÚȷÜ§¿÷®®Üÿ¿®ó®®Đ®ó÷ÂÜ¡®Ƚɖ5¡ó®ÿ®§Úė
äđÜïó¡ÿÂ¡®ÂÜȖȞȝȝȷÜ§ÿ¿®Üđ÷ÍäÂÜ®§ėÚė÷äÜĐÂ§@óȽ

“I like helping people and solving
their problems – making their
lives a little better.”
—David Bell (J.D.’77)

ɋ@ȽȽɚȖȗɌÂÜȗȕȖȝȷđ¿Â¡¿Â÷Íą÷ÿäąÿÿ¿®Úä÷ÿó®đó§ÂÜºÿ¿ÂÜºȷɗ
ĐÂ§÷Â§Ƚ
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Pope Langdale
GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY NEAR AND FAR
ÓąÚÜą÷ÂÓÓÂÚaȽɖaäï®ɗDÜº§Ó®555ÐÜ®đ¿®¿§Âº÷¿ä®÷
ÿäĥÓÓđ¿®Ü¿®®ºÜ¿Â÷Ó®ºÓ¡ó®®óȽ2Â÷¸ÿ¿®óȷÂÓÓÂÚaȽ
ɖÂÓÓɗDÜº§Ó®@óȽ¿§Óó®§ė®÷ÿÓÂ÷¿®§¿ÂÚ÷®Ó¸ÂÜiäąÿ¿
-®äóºÂ÷÷ą¡¡®÷÷¸ąÓÿÿäóÜ®ėÿÿ¿®ĥóÚDÜº§Ó®ÓÓäÿÿäÜȽ
2äđ®Đ®óȷ÷ÂÜ¡®¿Â÷ºó§ąÿÂäÜÂÜȖȞȞȗȷaäï®¿÷®¡äÚ®äÜ®ä¸
the most recognized litigators in South Georgia.
äóÜÜ§óÂ÷®§ÂÜÓ§ä÷ÿȷaäï®®óÜ®§¿Â÷¡¿®Óäóɚ÷
degree in economics at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill with intentions to attend law school after. “I
always had a feeling that I would want to practice law with
Úė¸ÿ¿®óȷɗaäï®÷Â§ȽBÜäđÂÜºÿ¿ÿ¿®đÜÿ®§ÿäó®ÿąóÜÿä
Georgia, he eventually decided to enroll at the UGA School of
Law.
“To me, the School of Law was, and is, the best law school
ÂÜÿ¿®÷ÿÿ®ä¸-®äóºÂÜ§äĢ®ó®§ÿ¿®®÷ÿäïïäóÿąÜÂÿė¸äó
me to get a quality education while also making a number of
ÂÚïäóÿÜÿ¡äÜÿ¡ÿ÷đÂÿ¿Úė¸®ÓÓäđ¡Ó÷÷Úÿ®÷ȷɗ¿®÷Â§Ƚ
While in studying in Athens, Pope was an active member of
the -µìüÁÉGějµĚÉµě and made lifelong friendships with his
classmates. “I had some very close friends at school and I’ve
ÚÂÜÿÂÜ®§ÿ¿ä÷®¸óÂ®Ü§÷¿Âï÷ÿäÿ¿Â÷§ėȷɗ¿®÷Â§Ƚ
VÜ®ä¸ÿ¿®Úä÷ÿ®Ü®ĥ¡ÂÓ÷ï®¡ÿ÷ä¸aäï®ɚ÷Óđ÷¡¿ääÓ
experience was his torts law class. “I still look back on those
days with fondness, even the challenging classes, because it is
Óäÿä¸đ¿ÿ5§äÿä§ėȷɗ¿®÷Â§Ƚ
After earning his law degree and graduating cum laude,
Pope practiced litigation law in Atlanta for three-and-one¿Ó¸ė®ó÷®¸äó®ÚäĐÂÜº¡ÐÿäÓ§ä÷ÿÿäïó¡ÿÂ¡®đÂÿ¿¿Â÷
¸ÿ¿®óȽ¿®Ü¿®÷ÿóÿ®§ÿDÜº§Ó®ÓÓäÿÿäÜȷÂÿïóÂÚóÂÓė
specialized in real estate and transaction law. With no personal
real estate or transaction experience, Pope helped create the
ÓÂÿÂºÿÂäÜóÚä¸ÿ¿®ĥóÚȷđ¿Â¡¿¿÷ó®ÓÓėºóäđÜȽ
“My favorite part about the type of litigation I do is being
able to put our [clients’ lives] back together and get them the
Íą÷ÿÂ¡®ÿ¿®ė§®÷®óĐ®ȷɗ¿®÷Â§Ƚ
ąóó®ÜÿÓėȷaäï®đäóÐ÷÷ïóÿÜ®óÿÿ¿®ĥóÚÜ§Â÷

“My father,
Bill, instilled
in me at a
very young
age the
value of a
strong work
ethic and
that nothing
meaningful
can be gained
without an
equivalent
amount of
sacriﬁce … .”

Pope said he strives
to follow in the footsteps
of family members who
ÂÜĦą®Ü¡®§¿ÂÚïóä¸®÷÷ÂäÜÓÓė
and personally.
“My grandfather, Billy
Langdale, taught me through
example how important it is to
care about the community in
which you live, to get involved
in your community, to give
back to your community
and to always do so within
the ultimate goal of helping
äÿ¿®ó÷ȷÜäÿėäąó÷®Ó¸ȷɗ¿®÷Â§Ƚ
“My father, Bill, instilled
in me at a very young age the
value of a strong work ethic
and that nothing meaningful
can be gained without an
®òąÂĐÓ®ÜÿÚäąÜÿä¸÷¡óÂĥ¡®ȷ
and in the legal profession,
ÿ¿ÿ÷¡óÂĥ¡®Â÷ÿÂÚ®ɎÿÂÚ®
spent representing your
clients to the fullest extent
ïä÷÷ÂÓ®Ƚɗ
Because of these
ÂÜĦą®Ü¡®÷ȷaäï®Â÷÷ÿóäÜº
believer in connecting with
his local community. He is

actively involved in the State Bar of Georgia. Plus, he was
ó®¡®ÜÿÓėïïäÂÜÿ®§ÿä÷®óĐ®äÜÿ¿®@ą§Â¡ÂÓdąÓÂĥ¡ÿÂäÜ÷

the creator and sponsor of a local scholarship that is awarded every

Committee. He is also the past president of the Georgia

year to a graduating senior from each of the two local high schools

Trial Lawyers Association, and a board member and district

ÂÜÓ§ä÷ÿȽ

representative of the General Practice and Trial Section of the

ɖ5đÜÿÿäÂÜĦą®Ü¡®ÿ¿®¿Âº¿÷¡¿ääÓ÷ÿą§®Üÿ÷ÂÜÚė¡äÚÚąÜÂÿė

state bar. Additionally, he has been selected by the federal

ÿäó®¡¿äąÿÜ§ºäÿäÓđ÷¡¿ääÓȷÜ§ÿ¿®Ü¡äÚ®¡ÐÿäÓ§ä÷ÿ

judges of the Middle District of Georgia to serve on the

Ü§¿®Óïäąó¡äÚÚąÜÂÿėđÂÿ¿đ¿ÿÿ¿®ėɚĐ®Ó®óÜ®§ȷɗaäï®÷Â§Ƚɖ®

§ĐÂ÷äóėeąÓ®÷äÚÚÂÿÿ®®¸äóÿ¿®§Â÷ÿóÂ¡ÿȽ

need our young people to come home and bring their knowledge. It
makes it a better place to live and, if anything, I try to encourage
ÐÂ§÷ÿä§äÿ¿ÿȷɗ¿®÷Â§Ƚ
—Claire Taylor
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Siva and Shiyami
Subramaniam
A HOME OF THEIR OWN
School of Law alumnus Aravinth I. “Siva” Subramaniam
(LL.M.’88) and alumna Shiyami M. Subramaniam (LL.M.’89)
never imagined they would fall in love with America and
Athens, Georgia. But, after they both earned their Master of
Laws degrees from the UGA School of Law, they decided to stay
in the United States for good.
The two are originally from Sri Lanka, where they met in
Óđ÷¡¿ääÓ¸äóÿ¿®ĥó÷ÿÿÂÚ®ȽɖLėĥó÷ÿ§ėȷɉi¿ÂėÚÂɊ¡Ú®ÿä
haze me – that’s how we met, and she enjoyed it so much she
decided to do it for the rest of her life,” Siva joked.
In Sri Lanka, students must decide their future careers
during high school. Siva and Shiyami initially chose to study
engineering and medicine, respectively. However, they both
quickly changed their minds and transferred to the pre-law

“I felt like I actually had a country
to call my home. I owe that in
a large part to the law school
community in particular.”
—Siva Subramaniam (LL.M.’88)

track. After completing high school, the Subramaniams earned
their law degrees in their home island nation, which was
experiencing ethnic unrest. It was then that Siva decided to
®óÜÓđ§®ºó®®¸óäÚ§ÂĢ®ó®Üÿ¡äąÜÿóėȽ
ɖ5§®¡Â§®§5Ü®®§®§÷äÚ®ÿėï®ä¸òąÓÂĥ¡ÿÂäÜ¸óäÚäąÿ÷Â§®
of the country so that if things got even worse I could get out,”
Siva said. “That is what prompted me to leave as soon as I
ºó§ąÿ®§ɉÓđ÷¡¿ääÓɊÜ§ºä÷®®ÐÚėĥó÷ÿDDȽLȽ§®ºó®®ÿÿ¿®
University of Brussels in Belgium.”
During his time in Brussels, Siva met the late Kirbo Chair
ÂÜ5Üÿ®óÜÿÂäÜÓDđ-óÂ®ÓLȽÂÓÜ®óȷđ¿äđ÷ĐÂ÷ÂÿÂÜº
ïóä¸®÷÷äó¸óäÚÿ¿®w-i¡¿ääÓä¸DđȽɖaóä¸®÷÷äóÂÓÜ®ó
actually said to me in May of 1987, ‘Mr. Siva, you shouldn’t
be going back to Sri Lanka with everything going on in that
country. To me, it seems like you are going to be a great tax
lawyer wherever you are. I think the best thing for you to do is
come to the States, enroll in the University of Georgia and get
your LL.M. degree there,’” Siva said.
Siva had reservations about life in the United States and
at UGA and planned to return to Sri Lanka after earning his
degree in Athens. However, it did not take long for him to
realize that he wanted to stay for good. “I felt like I actually
had a country to call my home,” Siva said. “I owe that in a
large part to the law school community in particular. I thought
that if I could stay here and practice law in any form, that
đäąÓ§®Úėĥó÷ÿ¡¿äÂ¡®Ƚɗ
®®Ð÷¸ÿ®óóóÂĐÂÜºÂÜÿ¿®Ó÷÷Â¡ÂÿėȷiÂĐÚ§®¡ÓÓÿä
Shiyami back in Sri Lanka and suggested she come and get her
LL.M. from UGA as well.

“I found the professors were really friendly and you could
approach them for anything,” Shiyami said. “The LL.M. class I
was with was very nice for us because it was all people with an
ÂÜÿ®óÜÿÂäÜÓĦĐäóȽÂÿ¿ÿ¿ÿ÷Â§ȷ5¸äąÜ§ÿ¿®Óđ÷¡¿ääÓ÷ÿą§®Üÿ÷
very intense, and it was nice for me to see because they knew that
they wanted to be in law school.”
After graduating, the couple moved to New York City where Siva
worked in international taxation for PricewaterhouseCoopers and
i¿ÂėÚÂïó¡ÿÂ¡®§đÂÿ¿ÜÂÚÚÂºóÿÂäÜÓđĥóÚȽ
Currently, the Subramaniams live in Summit, New Jersey, where
Siva still works for PwC and also serves as an adjunct professor at
the New York University School of Law, while Shiyami spends her
time with their two children and spearheading charitable activities.
One of Shiyami’s favorite philanthropic endeavors has been a
program called “Keys to Success,” which allows underprivileged
children in the community to learn an instrument at a young age.
“It’s very rewarding to see these kids who have absolutely no
background in music and how they take to it. It’s a lovely thing,”
Shiyami said.
In their spare time, Siva and Shiyami enjoy spending time
together and, of course, cheering on the Dawgs. “I’m an avid
Georgia Bulldog fan. I rarely miss a game on a Saturday, and I have
the ultimate accessory,” Siva said. “Our English Bulldog named
Humphrey always sits and watches TV with me, so when I’m
watching the games I have a bulldog by my side.”
—Claire Taylor
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